
Louis XVI  
Early life 

Louis XVI was born as Louis-August, Duc de Berry: son of Louis, Dauphin of France and Princess Marie-Josephe of Saxony. 

He was the grandson of King Louis XV. 

His father died of lung tuberculosis at age 36 before having a chance to 

become the next King of France. His mother died shortly from the same 

illness, leaving Louis August and his siblings as orphans. At that time, Louis 

August was only 13. He was then raised by his grandmother who died 

the next year. As he was the oldest male alive of his 7 brothers and 

sisters, he was destined to become the next King of France. 

Although he was a good student with particular interest in Science, he 

wasn't prepared to become King. He was probably a little too shy, too 

irresponsible and mostly interested in hunting and locks. He was a lover 

of hunting, showed an aptitude for mathematics and mechanics, and in 

the midst of the most corrupt of courts he grew up temperate, honest, and moral; but he was a weak and incapable ruler.  

When he turned fifteen, Louis married Marie Antoinette. The fourteen-year-old Maria Antonia of Austria was a Hapsburg 

Archduchess. This gesture was a political agreement between the Bourbons (France, Spain, Parma, Napoli and Sicily) and 

the Hapsburg (Austrian Empire dynasty: Austria, Bohemia, Hungary, Toscana), it was a time when alliances were strategic. 

On June 11th, 1775 after his grandfather died, Louis August accessed to the throne and became Louis XVI. He was 20 and 

didn’t understand what a bad position he was in. When Louis ascended the throne, misery and discontent prevailed 

throughout France. He lacked the vigor and judgment necessary for the circumstances, but was conscious of his own 

weakness. 

Louis XVI, Absolute Monarch of France, 1774-1789 

When he became the King, Louis XVI had to choose his own way to govern France. He was well aware of France's military 

inefficiency and economical turmoil. He decided to build a strong, efficient, navy to compete with the English. He sent his 

forces to America where the independence war was raging.  

On the economic side, France was in a huge crisis. The price of the flour was rising sharply and the price of the bread 

followed the trend closely. People were angry!  

Louis XVI wasn't respected by his own 'court'. He wasn't helping them protect their interests no matter how bad the 

economic crisis was. They quickly pictured him as a fool, an unprepared, shy and stupid man with a clear lack of common 

sense.  

Louis XVI Arrest and Execution, 1792-1793 

Louis XVI was officially arrested and sent to prison three days after. 

France became a republic. He had a trial in front of the Convention 

which decided to send him to the guillotine in January 1793 by a vote of 

361 to 360. He was accused of High Treason and Crimes against the 

State. On January 21st, 1793 Louis XVI was executed in front of the 

people of France who saluted his death as the beginning of a better era. 
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